
Jennie Allen Bovard (1854 - 1932)

Etta Jane “Jennie” Bovard was a pioneer in many senses of the 
word. Determined to obtain a university degree, she joined a 
select few plucky young women who entered into the male 
bastions of higher education in the 1860s.  She met her future 
husband while at Indiana Asbury (now DePauw) University. 
Marion McKinley Bovard became a minister, and soon they 
moved to Southern California. When Marion Bovard became 
USC’s founding president, in 1880, Jennie Bovard became USC’s 
“First Lady.” But she also was USC’s first female faculty member/
instructor, teaching English language and history. 
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Dr. Oner Barker (1920 - 1998)

Oner Barker was an African 
American physician who lived in 
West Adams and, in 1952 and 1954, 
was brought to the McCarthy-
era House UnAmerican Activities 
Committee to testify about 
Communist activities among doctors 
and other professionals in Southern 
California. In 1952, he denied 
involvement, but in 1954 Dr. Barker 
said a group of physicians -- all white 
-- had encouraged him to join a Los 
Angeles chapter of the Communist 
party to represent African 
Americans. (He also participated in  
the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and 
Professions Council). We have the 
full transcripts of his testimony.



Merle Evans  
(c. 1894 - 1913)
Merle Evans had only been in Los Angeles a year when he became a victim of 
the Vineyard Station Crash on July 13, 1913. His mother had died when he was 
young and his father raised him as a single parent--unusual for the time. They 
came west for a better future, first to Washington State and then to Los Angeles, 
where, instead of making a life for himself, he was killed along with his girlfriend 
Veronica Miller and 13 others in the most horrific train crash in Pacific Electric 
Railway history to that date. Merle not only tells the story of that fateful night 
but he also represents the many people who arrived in Los Angeles with hopes 
and dreams but met instead with disillusionment, defeat, or misfortune.

The ultimate result of the train crash, albeit 20 years later, was the c onstruction 
of the West Boulevard Bridge, one of L.A.’s newest landmarks. 

Marjorie Zier (Zears) Page 
(1909 - 1952)
Marjorie Zier (Zears) Pickering Page Connover Cudahy Page 
was a starlet and Mack Sennett “Bathing Beauty” whose 
life eventually was lost to gin and debauchery, coming to 
a violent end in 1952. As an actress, she was most noted 
for appearing in early western talkies. Her credits included 
“Cactus Trails” (1927), “A Racing Romeo” (1927), “Phantom Of 
The Range” (1928) and “Dynamite” (1929). She became “The 
Flying Hostess” for TWA in the 1930s, married a well known 
aviator/TWA pilot (likely her third marriage), divorced him 
and famously married the heir to the Cudahy meat-packing 
fortune -- a “gin marriage” that lasted 
only a few months.  A decade later, she 
was bludgeoned/beaten to death by 
her then-lover. But the coroner made 
it clear that her liver was failing from 
alcohol abuse, and she would have 
died soon anyway.



 Orion Theodore Thomas (1846- 1917)
Thomas was a veteran of the Civil War (Union bugler) who worked as a 
printer in Los Angeles, having first learned that trade at age 12 in Indiana. 
He was involved both with the typesetters union and with the Stanton 
G.A. R. (Grand Army of the Republic) Los Angeles Post, and is buried between 
the two monuments/cenotaphs. Thomas famously was the “patriot” 
who defended Samuel Gompers when the union leader was accused of 
stomping on the American flag, using his knowledge as a newspaper 
printer to declare the Gompers’ photo a fake. In the Civil War, he was 
severely wounded, and was later captured and held as a prisoner of war. 
Thomas was one of the Original Members of the Los Angeles Veteran Drum 
Corps (see photo below -- he’s in the back row, right, holding his bugle. 
There he is again, in the bottom photo, on the left.)



Daniel de Villiers  (1877-1913) 
 
An Afrikaner of Huguenot descent, Dan De Villiers fought in 
the 2nd Boer War in South Africa, claimed to have been part 
of Theodore Roosevelt’s African expedition entourage, came 
to America in 1904 to participate in the St. Louis World’s Fair 
Boer War re-enactment, killed the political career of Vivian M. 
Lewis (who ran against Woodrow Wilson for governor of New 
Jersey) by stealing his wife, once lifted a crashed automobile 
to free its victims, was arrested and charged with plotting to 
murder the Mexican revolutionary Medero, and was shot to 
death by his ex-wife’s new husband (or boyfriend) in a house 
on 20th Street/Western Heights.

Reliving the Boer War in St. Louis: Twice a day battles of 
the South African War (Boer War 1899-1902) were enacted 
by 400 Afrikaner war veterans and British soldiers against 
the backdrop of a village composed of a variety of African 
peoples. The Fair featured what was supposedly “the 
greatest and most realistic military spectacle known in the 
history of the world.” Different portions of the concession 
featured a British Army encampment, several South African 
native villages (including Zulu, Bushmen, Swazi, and 
Ndebele) and a 15-acre arena in which soldiers paraded, 
sporting events and horse races were held, and major 
battles from the Second Boer War were re-enacted.



Aurelius Hutton 
(1847 – 1924)
Los Angeles Pioneer, Confederate veteran, 
Judge and a founder of Pasadena. 
Orphaned at age 7, Aurelius Hutton 
was raised by his eldest sister and her 
physician husband in Alabama, and at 
age 16 entered the University of Alabama 
(military school at Tuscaloosa) and became 
a Confederate cadet. All four Hutton 
brothers saw battle, and one was killed, 
another wounded. When the war was 
over, the family had lost everything. (One 
account said: “the war had swept away 
his inheritance.”) Hutton took up the 
study of law, and in 1869 moved to Los 
Angeles, and was soon employed by the firm of Glassell & Chapman, like him, 
Southern by birth. Elected twice as Los Angeles’s City Attorney (beginning in 
1871), Hutton also authored the first city special charter.

Chapel Greeter
Ivie Anderson  (1903 – 1948)
Ivie Anderson was a jazz singer best known for performing with Duke Ellington’s orchestra between 1931 and 
1942. She also appeared as a singer in films such as A Day at the Races (1937) and the Hit Parade (1937). Anderson’s 
career started in Vaudeville.  Ellington saw her in Chicago, and hired her as a vocalist.  
She toured with his band for eleven years.  She originated many of his best-known 
songs, including “I’ve got it bad,” and “It don’t mean a thing.” 

Born in Gilroy in 1903, Ivie began studying music at the age of 9. By the time she was 16, 
she received a scholarship to the Nannie Burroughs Girls School, a black finishing school, in 
Washington D.C.  She took voice lessons for two years from Sarah Ritt after graduation and 

was discovered in San Francisco in 1922 by 
the dance team of Fanchon and Marco. 
She made her singing debut at Tait’s in Los 
Angeles a year later, after touring with the 
revue for nearly a year as a dancer. She 
joined Duke Ellington’s band as 
a singer in 1929. 

Ellington helped Ivie develop 
her singing style and stage 
presence and wrote many 
songs for her, including “It 
Don’t Mean a Thing If It 
Ain’t Got That Swing,” “I’ve 
Got It Bad and That Ain’t 
Good,” “Chocolate Shake,” 
“All God’s Chillun Got Rythm” 
and “Troubled Waters.” She 
retired in 1942 after marrying 
Los Angeles real estate 
developer Walter Collins, but 
sang occasionally with Duke 
Ellington’s band when it toured 
through L.A.


