
CHAPEL GREETER:

JOSEPHINE CALLAGHAN
1889 - 1929

WOMAN FLYER’S FUNERAL PLANNED FOR 
TOMORROW
The funeral for Josephine Callaghan, armless woman aviator 
who was killed when her plane crashed near Abilene, Tex., 
will be conducted at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow at Rosedale 
chapel, 1831 West Washington street. Interment will be in 
Rosedale Cemetery.

Born without arms, she was the wealthy daughter of  
Sherwood Callaghan, who left an estate of  $1 million 
when he died in 1896. Her mother then married a 
Jesuit priest. Josephine was a noted, perhaps reckless, 
daredevil, a horsewoman who wanted to be a pilot. 
She had a large ranch in Encino. In her will, she 
bequethed $20,000 to her mare, Miss Noria. (Probate 
records are likely needed to be researched for this 
portrayal, to verify some info.)

Description: age 30-40, 5’3 (needs to be short, size 
6 for existing costume). Actress should have a “bob” 
hairstyle, and be willing to have arms wrapped at 
sides. Plain-face. We have costume, need shoes.

WALTER R. KREPS Aug. 29, 1887 - Mar. 28, 1916
Officer Walter R. Kreps, badge number 256, was the first motorcycle police officer killed in the “Line of  Duty” 
with the Los Angeles Police Department. Firefighters and police officers have always shared a common bond, 
defined by their public calling. Walter R. Kreps answered both calls, serving first as a hose man for the Los 
Angeles Fire Department, before joining the LAPD in 1910. By March of  1916, Officer Kreps had left the 
patrol foot beats and joined the speed squad, working as a motor officer. The speed squad was comprised of  
motor Officers on Indian motorcycles who zipped through traffic, chasing down scofflaws running afoul of  
the strict traffic ordinances. As a member of  the speed squad, Kreps wore 
a tweed riding hat and coat along with leather riding gloves and boots. 
Members of  the speed squad would also serve as quick response units rolling 
to calls for service in outlying areas of  the city. Alas, his motorcycle collided 
with a police car -- and he became not only the first motorcycle officer to 
die on duty, but also L.A.’s first officer to die in a traffic collision involving 
another police vehicle. Plot: Section Number 5, Grave Plot Number 106, 
Grave Number 3NE.

Actor: age 25-30 (death at age 29) -- see photo
Costume: see photo; can we replicate the badge and also the hat? This 
costume will be rented.
Set: Contact LAPD Museum (invite them to have booth at LHT event). 
They had a accurate vintage motorcycle at their ceremony for Kreps last 
November; perhaps they can direct us to its owner.


