
John Ballard (1830 – 1905)  
CHAPEL GREETER & INTRODUCES TOUR THEME
Ballard was a former Kentucky slave who had won his freedom and come to Los 
Angeles in 1859, as an early pioneer businessman. In the sleepy, emerging city, 
he had a successful delivery service and quickly became a landowner. Soon he 
was active in civic affairs: He was a founder of  the city’s first African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and a leader of  Los Angeles’s black community, 1850s 
through the 1870s. 

His story illustrates the early opportunities for black Angelenos, who were able to 
invest in property and experienced economic success. However, with the railroad 
booms of  the 1870s and 1880s, Ballard and other prominent black citizens began 
to experience racism again, and the beginnings of  segregation. Ballard (and 
others) suffered a loss of  social and economic status. By the 1880s, Ballard ended 
up homesteading 50 miles away in the Santa Monica Mountains. 

His land, which included a 2,031-foot peak standing between Malibu and 
Agoura, was named by others in a very racist manner: later known as “Negrohead Mountain,” initially people 
called it a slur (the “N” word.) It was only a few years ago, in 2010 it was finally renamed “Ballard Mountain.”

Actor: Age 35-50 (prefer not to portray at age of  the photo, above)
Costume: Suit, 1859-1875
Set: In Chapel

Willis Oliver Tyler (1880-1949)

Willis O. Tyler, attorney and a veteran of  the Spanish American War; he fought 
for justice for Negro troops in the regular army, also for Negro officers, and 
proposes reforms and legislation for utilizing the present force of  Negro officers, 
and creating enlarged opportunities for others. Known as a great orator. Law 
partner of  Hugh MacBeth. Plot: Section E-F

Actor: At least age 30 (after graduating law school)
Costume: Depends on the year of  portrayal, but nice suit
Set: Law office (needs to be easily moveable): desk, chair (Laura has), law books, 
desk light; can be Craftsman/Mission oak. 



Vada Somerville (1885-1972)
Vada Sommerville (former Vada Watson -- the first Black female, second 
Black person to graduate from USC School of  Dentistry, and the first Black 

female certified to practice dentistry in the state of  
California). With husband John she co-founded 
LA Chapter NAACP. Together, in 1928 they built 
the Dunbar Hotel (first known as the Somerville 
Hotel), because until then there was no firstclass 
hotel available to people of  color (their friend, 
W.E.B. DuBois, stayed in their guest room whenever 
he traveled to Los Angeles. Plot: by the bathrooms and 
circular rose garden.
Actor:  40-55 years old (Janel Bennett)

Costume:  1928 (when hotel opened), 
lightweight

Set: Somerville/Dunbar Hotel Lobby? Plus dental table with 
drawers (white porcelain) if  found



Josefa Tolhurst (1864-1956)
Josefa Tolhurst, a wealthy widow, was one of  the early residents of  West 
Adams Heights. Although she had won renown years earlier as a Suffrag-
ette, political activist, great speaker, and leading club woman, she was also a 
product of  an outdated social attitude. In 1945 she sought legal remedy by 
attempting to enforce the restrictive racial covenants which dated from 1902 
when West Adams Heights was developed. She enlisted people of  like mind, 
not just in West Adams Heights, but other neighborhoods as well, in what 
amounted to an early version of  a class action lawsuit. Each plaintiff  sued 
one defendant in each neighborhood, in addition to several defendants sued 
by Mrs. Tolhurst in West Adams Heights. But our portrayal will focus on her 
suffragette activities, in order to present a balanced/sympathetic/dignified 
characterization. (see below)  Plot: Rindge Circle

Josefa Tolhurst, the Los Angeles club woman, suffragist, and progressive, made most of  the 
league’s key addresses. No doubt other league members chose her because of  her “enviable 
reputation as a public speaker and considerable diplomatic power.” She had developed these 
skills in the Friday Morning Club, where she served as president for five years and became 
knowns as the “most tactful and gracious” of  club presidents. Club member Olive Percival 
wrote in her scrapbook that Tolhurst “was the best presiding officer 
known. Elegantly tailored, alert, amiable, witty, with marvelous 
(non-maudlin) impromptu!”

Percival noted that Tolhurst’s “speech before the state senate won 
the suffrage for California women,” a comment that underscored 
Tolhurst’s abilities as a speaker, suffragist, and politician. 
During the campaign to get the state legislature to pass a suffrage 
amendment, Tolhurst had expressed a powerful argument for the 
vote that collapsed women’s enfranchisement, progressivism, and 
democracy. She described antisuffragists as “reactionary, un-
American, advocating class legislation and special privilege, scoffing 
at democracy.” Suffragists, on the other hand, pleaded “for the divine 
right of  the individual to self-government, standing for ideas which 
have brought about insurgency, in line with the progressive and the 

patriotic.”

Actor: Colleen 
Portrayal 1905-1911

Costume: 1911 (see 
adjacent photos)

Set: ?? Photos to the 
right are sets in 2010 
when LHT focused on 
“Trailblazing Women,” 
incuding suffragettes. 



Hattie McDaniel  
This to immediately follow Tolhurst, possibly just a few steps away, saying, “Let 
me tell you the rest of  the story.”

Tolhurst sued Hattie McDaniel (and others). We would have Hattie come out 
from behind (hidden) and briefly talk about herself  and the lawsuit/restrictive 
covenants. We have portrayed Hattie McDaniel previously and probably don’t 
need to present her entire life story again. BUT we need to say enough about 
her singing & acting careers so that anyone who has attended this year’s tour to 
“meet” her walks away satisfied; understanding that we are focusing this year on 
the important role she played in the Sugar Hill/restrictive covenants cases.

Actress:      Portrayal is 1944
Costume: 1944, day dress -- NOT Academy Awards dress
Set: basically, nothing. We are having her at the Jauch Tomb north of  Rindge Circle. Her actual grave near the 
entrance will need to have substantial/visible flowers.

Pearl Ng Kim Louie  
(1890 – 1945)
Chinese name: Ng (family name) Yoke Chun (personal name). Her 
American maiden name, Kim, is derived from the personal name of  
her father, Ng Hon Kim. She only went to school through 8th grade; 
her husband was a truck garden farmer. We have a beautiful photo 
of  her from circa 1910, age 20.  Plot:  Section P, Lot 122½ near the road 
headed up the hill toward Civil War cannon

Story narrative to illustrate what it was like to be a Chinese heritage 
person in this era; her mother was a child slave brought to America; 
father was a religious man who was killed in 1917, possibly by a rival 
Tong. The Chinese Exclusion Act was designed to not allow Chinese 
immigrants to take up full citizenship, marry, own property, etc.

Actor: Age 20-27 (age at which her father was murdered); Chinese 
actress who speaks English with accent, or Chinese-American actress; 
ideally would be able to speak some Chinese.

Costume: To match photo, if  we can
Set: Ideally, carved Chinese rosewood chair (we have side table) and 
Chinese lanterns strung between trees



Hugh MacBeth, Sr.  (1884-1956)
Hugh MacBeth, Sr. an African American attorney from Los Angeles, is largely forgotten today, but he deserves com-
memoration as an outstanding defender of  Japanese Americans during World War II. He also concentrated on aiding 
African American litigants and criminal defendants, and represented such notable clients as jazz great Jelly Roll Morton.

Hugh Ellwood Macbeth had a colorful and slightly checkered prewar career. He was born in Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 1884, the oldest of  eight children. His father, Arthur Macbeth, the son of  a Scottish immigrant fa-
ther and a free black mother, was a photographer. After graduating from Fisk University, he earned a law degree 
from Harvard University in 1909. Macbeth lived in Baltimore for approximately five years and became founding 
editor of  the newspaper The Baltimore Times.

While Macbeth lived in a largely Japanese area of  Los Angeles and knew many Issei and Nisei, it was not until the after-
math of  Pearl Harbor that he focused on supporting Japanese Americans. In the first week of  January 1942, Macbeth 
travelled to Guadalupe and Santa Barbara, California to investigate the cases of  Issei who had been rounded up and 
interned by the Justice Department during December 1941. Following interviews with the internees’ families, he discov-
ered that all those taken were prosperous truck farmers with large families and that none was suspected of  sabotage. He 

swiftly came to the conclusion that the charges were trumped up by white agricultural interests 
anxious to grab the Issei’s land. 
Outraged by the arrests, Macbeth turned to organizing support for Japanese Americans 
among liberal groups on the West Coast, and to speaking in favor of  the rights of  Japanese 
Americans in public forums. In addition to his local efforts, Macbeth moved to organizing on a 
nationwide scale, in hopes of  averting federal action against Japanese Americans.

 Plot: Section Q (northwest section of  cemetery)

Actor: Age 55-60 (portrayal in 1942-1945; he will be giving a courtroom speech before 
starting his narrative with tour visitors.

Costume: WWI era suit
Set: Courtroom (back “wall” is a marble tomb adjacent to his gravesite.



George Kazuyoshi Matsuura
1910- 
(Wally’s step-father --  Japanese American family relocated to 
camps in 1942)
George Kazuyoshi Matsuura was an All Star pitcher in the Nisei Baseball 

League (L.A. Nippons team) who 
also went to Japan in  The Matsuura 
family owned a house in Kinney 
Heights, and were forced to leave 
by May 1st, 1942.  Wally’s mother, 
father George, and grandfather (his 
mother’s father) and Wally were 
relocated, but his great-grandmother 
and great-aunt stayed here because 
they were German. The only thing 
people could take was a suitcase with 
their clothing.  For Wally’s immediate 
family it worked out all right because they could leave things in their 
house, but his father’s relatives, his sister, brother, mother and father 
who lived over on Hobart and Olympic and didn’t own the house 

they rented, they lost everything. They had to sell everything quickly.  They 
got $5 for their refrigerator.  There were no banks in the relocation  camps so 
people had to take their money and sew it into the hem of  their clothes so it 
wouldn’t be stolen.
Plot: Mausoleum (Likely portrayed outside, just BEFORE the mausoleum.)



Hallie Almena Davis Lomax (1915-2011)
Almena Lomax was longtime civil rights activist, journalist and former editor of  the Los 
Angeles Tribune, a black weekly newspaper published from 1940 to 1960. She wrote 
about her own experiences as well as those of  leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. 
In a 1961 The Nation article, she wrote about her move from Los Angeles to Tuskegee, 
Ala., where she lived with her six children.  Matriarch of  a well-known family of  civil 
rights leaders. Wrap-up/ending to the tour. 

Plot: Mausoleum

Actress: Age 35-45
Portrayal: 1959-1963

Costume: Possibly a silk 1960s Lilly Ann suit (Laura has), in any 
case, late 1950s early 1960s

Set: Desk with vintage 1960s typewriter (selectric?), and chair 

>> Sidney Dones
(1888 - 1947)
Real estate developer and movie producer, founder of  resort near Santa 
Clarita: Eureka Villa/Val Verde, AKA the “Black Palm Springs.” He 
opened the Booker T. Washington Building at 10th and Central in 
1910. Was one of  the people sued in the “Sugar Hill” cases re: restricted 
covenants.  Location: Across from Palm Drive east end.

Actor: Should be portrayed in the 1920s, age 35-40. But can be older.

Costume: Will depend on age of  actor; but 
dapper in any era

Set: Possibly picnic table, picnic blankets, 
picnc baskets; photo below left is a ping pong 
table


